Putter Day 2022!

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 01/02/2022
Once again, Putter Day (my fave ersatz holiday) returns. I think of New Year’s Day
as the wrapping paper for Putter Day, a day dedicated to trivial and pleasurable
accomplishment. While everyone else offers lip service to, “New year, New you”.
Truly devoted putterers are making things happen. The ‘to-do’ list that languishes
all year long? Putter Day is the day to tick off a few items. Come sundown on Jan
the first, we putterers get to enjoy our ceremonial hands-on-hips power stance,
offering our traditional Putter Day exclamation to all. “My work here is done.” It is
a glorious moment for small accomplishments, self-actualization and fulfillment.
This year? Putter Day lands on a Saturday. Many
of us putter on Saturdays. This can minimize the
festive ‘can-do’ spirit of Putter Day. To make the
most of the moment you can begin puttering on
Putter Day Eve and then continue right through
Sunday. You can also treat yourself to some nice
hand tools at Home Depot. (Putterers never have
enough hand tools.)
Finally, there are some who think that Putter Day
has something to do with golf. Not so. Putter is a
verb. It’s not a golf club. I checked the ultimate
authority on the English language – my OED, The
Oxford English Dictionary. In sum, through four
very detailed reference columns, OED describes
puttering as the pleasurable doing of simple tasks.
Putter Day – a holiday of purpose and progress.
May 2022 smile warmly, kindly upon us all.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Merry Mid-January?

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 01/09/2022
Now that the holidays and their distracting festivities are in the rear-view it’s time
to face the music. (dramatic soap-opera style organ stinger) Winter is really here.
Pop a Swiss Miss Cocoa pod in the Keurig and break out the mini-marshmallows.
Cozycurl up with your fave creature comforts until Punxsutawney Phil (our fave
creature) says it’s over. All eyes (and hopes) rest on Gobbler’s Knob come Feb 2.
Valentine’s Day?
A blip on the romance radar.
President’s Day and the faux excitement of Fantastic Car Deals?
Mercantile noise.
I gaze out the window with a wistful longing for
Spring while light snow wafts its hypnotic dance.
It looks postcard perfect – for minutes at a time.
A seductive illusion in the first glimmer of dawn.
Last month’s merry has lost its luster for many.
This is when merry matters more. Resolved For
2022: Keep some merry throughout the Winter
and across the year by rendering small bits of
kindness here and there where possible.
Go on. Engage. Perpetrate frequent, deliberate,
wanton, random acts of kindness.
In so doing, we can make 2022 a wonderful year,
perhaps even in spite of itself.
May 2022 smile warmly, kindly upon us all.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Finding Ben Franklin, Part1
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 01/16/2022

Our town seal is uncommon. It features a portrait – a likeness
of Ben Franklin. The town of Hamilton, MA followed suit.
Town seals appear in many places. The visual challenges of
portraiture are many. Every portrait artist understands the
most essential challenge; producing a likeness of the subject
that is at once accurate yet flattering. How to cast someone in
their very best light. That can be a reach in some instances.

You look so wonderful in this light.
Too bad you’re so seldom in this light. – Groucho Marx
In attempting to meet the first visual challenge (flattery), the
mechanics of reproducing a town seal as that – a notary seal –
pose the second challenge that comes with limited resolution
and clarity. This is where things can turn ugly (literally).
God is in the details. So too, is good portraiture that faithfully
captures the uniqueness and nuance of a person’s likeness.
When photography first emerged in the early 1800’s it was
considered a bane on the art world. In short order, artists
discovered its great value as a tool of their work. They could
document their subjects from several viewpoints and have an
ever-patient record of all that nuance and detail to work from.
Unfortunately, photography came too late for Ben and the other founding fathers.
This leaves us with only the interpretive record of their portraits. There are
portraits, and then there are portraits of portraits – and so on – reinterpretations.
If there is a signature within every human face, it
is often in the eyes. It’s where we gaze when we
see others. It’s how we interpret their emotions
and thoughts. If the eyes are indeed the window to
the soul, I seek to understand Ben Franklin’s soul.
This is where my journey of portraiture begins.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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WFPR–LP, FM License Renewal
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 01/23/2022

On December 27th, 2021 Franklin Community Cable Access, Inc., dba Franklin TV
and Franklin Public Radio as the licensee of wfpr-lp, on 102.9 FM in Franklin, filed
an application with the Federal Communications Commission to renew its FM
broadcast license. Members of the public wishing to view this application or obtain
information about how to file comments and petitions on the application can visit
the FCC’s website: www.fcc.gov/stationsearch, to find wfpr-lp’s filed application.
For more information, please email info@wfpr.fm or call 508-541-4118.
Pending license renewal, the public may file a Petition to Deny or an informal
objection against the renewal. Positive comments about a broadcaster's service
may also be submitted. Persons may respond via the FCC’s database, LMS on the
web. Alternatively, persons may submit paper copies to the Commission. For paper
copies, please include an original and two copies of any filing. An additional copy of
any filing may also be mailed to:
Franklin.TV
23 Hutchinson St.
Franklin, MA 02038.
All USPS First Class Mail, Express Mail and Priority Mail should be addressed to:
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20554
Attn: Audio Division, License Renewal Processing Team
Additional Suggestions for Filing. To help the staff expeditiously associate a
Petition to Deny, informal objection, or positive comment with the proper license
renewal application, the pleading should prominently identify:
The radio station's call sign:
WFPR–LP
The station's facility ID number: 194829
The license renewal application: 0000177961
This information is available in the LMS Public Search on the Commission's Web
site, and should be listed on the first page of your submission. The filing must also
state whether it is a Petition to Deny, Informal Objection, or a Comment. If a cover
sheet is used, it should be attached to each copy of the pleading. Failure to include
this information may delay associating a pleading with a renewal application.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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What Vaccination Does

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 01/30/2022
When and how did ‘vaxx’ become a four-letter word for some folks? The vaccine
has been fully approved for regular use for some time now. The stats bear out it’s
effectiveness. Easy-Peasy. What’s not to like? Sign me up. This graphic tells the
tale of what vaccination does. It’s dramatic. (I’m vaxxed/boosted – and masked.)

There is no logic that justifies avoiding the vaccine.
Unfortunately, we are now seeing how anti-vaxx
disinformation and vitriol spreads beyond covid to
affect the uptake of other vaccines; notably the flu
vaccine as well as the decades-long, customarily
mandated shots for preschoolers. For a list, search:
MA preschool vaccinations. (Lots of shots.)
Anti-vaxxers argue that it’s about their personal
freedoms. To that point – I ask a simple question.
Who is truly more free: free of risk and worry?
You? Or me? Vaccination – it sets you free.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Finding Ben Franklin, Part 2
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 02/06/2022

Few would question Ben’s place on a postage stamp. As an international figure, he
showed up on stamps in many countries. Still does. The challenge? Faithfully
rendering Ben’s likeness in a small, resolution–limited form of print. (BTW: Kudos
to Canada’s nod to the U.S. Mint’s image. Nice, eh?) Yes, all of these are our ‘Benny’.
Some look little better than a police sketch.
(If you see this man, call our hotline.)
What do these versions of Ben have in common?
Most draw upon the Duplessis 1778 portrayal.
They also exhibit the difficulty of faithfully
recreating Franklin’s likeness, particularly with
respect to his signature eyes and gaze. Such is my
self-imposed challenge for our TV Town Seal.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Finding Ben Franklin, Part 3
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 02/13/2022

Who/What/When/Where/Why? Let’s start with ‘who’. The obvious ‘who’ is our
subject, Ben himself. The less obvious, yet equally important ‘who’ is the artist who
best portrayed him, Joseph Duplessis.
Given Ben Franklin’s international stature, there were several artists who painted
him at various points in his life. Some interpretations are difficult to recognize as
Franklin. Fortunately for us, Duplessis was a very talented, detailed realist.
Clear evidence of his immense talent is
displayed in his own self-portraits. He
rendered the left in 1798, a few years
before he died. He is reflective, starkly
honest. His earlier 1780 image shows his
ability to illuminate his subjects in a
most favorable light while maintaining a
very high degree of cognitive fidelity.
Duplessis could literally sell his talent by
just standing next to his own likeness.
He deftly addresses two artistic challenges that are not always aligned with each
other. “Will it look like me? Will it ( I ) look good?” He combines reality and vanity.
We in Franklin, MA 02038 were certainly not the
first to set out on a quest to find Ben Franklin. The U.S.
Mint faced the same challenge in its various designs
for our $100 dollar bill. They concluded that the
Duplessis work was clearly the best reference for
creating their own engraved iconic interpretation.
The Duplessis image – it was right on the money.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Finding Ben Franklin, Part 4
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 02/20/2022

Our Who? Benny. What? On our money. When/Where? The Ben Franklin $100
goes back more than a century. Prior to 1914, the $100 bill featured several
different portraits, including 6th President James Monroe and Union Admiral
David Farragut. One predecessor stands out from the rest.
His name was Senator Thomas Hart Benton, aka
‘Old Bullion’, who championed the gold standard.
He and Andy Jackson both favored ‘hard money’.
(Remember All the gold in Fort Knox?)
Ben first appears in 1915 in profile.
This engraving was rendered by
Thomas Holloway from a 1777 bust
of Franklin created by Jean Jacques
Caffieri (1725-1792).
Only six years later we see Ben in his forward
pose. This 1921 engraved image is believed to
originate from a 1777 portrait by French painter
Anne-Rosalie Bocquet.
In 1966 and again in 2006 our Benny was again
featured more prominently. These most recent
engravings were carefully wrought following the
Josef Duplessis portraits. Ben’s portrayals by
Duplessis and Caffieri are remarkably similar in
their interpretations of Franklin. Their efforts
at expressing realism are the how and why we can
recognize Ben Franklin – primarily through the
icons on our money.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Finding Ben Franklin, Part 5
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 02/27/2022

As noted at the outset of my quest for Ben,
there was no photography. However, there
was an optical imaging device, known as a
‘camera lucida’.
The Renaissance masters had proto-cameras
of a sort. They just didn’t have film. Today, it
is widely believed that the portrait masters
used a lucida to project their subjects onto a
canvas. This enabled them to sketch-trace the
subject’s likeness quite accurately, then paint
a life-like portrait over the tracing. Et voila!
The camera lucida also could project the original tracing as a template onto a
second canvas for final painting. The artist could then paint several fairly identical
portraits from the same sketch. The camera lucida also enabled an impatient (or
important) subject to keep the sitting brief. Quick sketch in hand, the artist was
free to paint, and the subject was free to go.
There is visual evidence that Duplessis used a
camera lucida in his work. (No shame in that.) In
the three extant Duplessis portraits there are
consistent optical anomalies. Whether Duplessis
traced Franklin’s likeness or not, he was working
directly from the posed subject. A camera lucida
enhances the fidelity of Franklin’s portrayal.
The renaissance portraits that regale us to this
day are very much like visual magic. And, like the
magician says, “ It’s all done with mirrors.”
The camera lucida. Still in use to this day.
Want one?
https://drawlucy.com
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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My version

Finding Ben Franklin, Part 6
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 03/06/2022

The Review:
Our original quest for Ben in 2012 was simply to address the
need to reasonably reproduce his likeness on signage and TV
by creating a proxy of the Town Seal. When blown up on an
HDTV screen – not a visually pleasing representation.

Our approach was simple; work with the
most public image. Ben’s engraving on the
hundred dollar bill was our source as
an image in the public domain.
However, the U.S. mint’s printing is
intended to make reproduction
(counterfeiting) difficult. Our
2012 engraved image (right) has
these reproduction limitations.
When we reduce its resolution
or its size it falls apart.
Our 2022 Ben quest took us to
the source of the Mint’s version –
the Duplessis portrayals. We
started with a blank canvas – to
reinterpret, repaint and reconstruct
Ben’s likeness from scratch for modern
digital publication in many forms.

Our modern interpretation of Ben Franklin is slightly younger. His image has been
reilluminated, and his countenance is a bit less formal, more approachable. Our last
step will be to reduce all of this detail and nuance to the limits of a notary seal.
The Reveal (so far):

And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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The Daylight Returneth!

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 03/13/2022
It’s Springtime! Daylight Savings! The Vernal Equinox! All is goodness and light.
Christmas aside, this is the most optimistic time of the year for yours truly. Who
doesn’t revel in the welcoming light and warmth of the lengthening days?
Back in February all the President’s Day sales ads pitched us to ‘get in on the huge,
spectacular savings’. um– Yubbut, inflation is over seven percent. What savings?
Hard pass on that.
My optimism this year runs higher than normal, laced with quiet waves of relief.
The horrors of covid are receding in the rear view (hopefully). We don’t yet know
the true personal, social, medical, financial and other costs that so many suffered
over these last two years. It has not been an easy time. Let it be a time past.
This weekend – I do plan to, ‘get in on the savings’. Daylight Savings! I plan to enjoy
saving as much daylight as I possibly can.
Next week? The vernal equinox, and the oh-fficial astrological start of Spring.
A new time has come – to renew ourselves and our outlook; to reaffirm our grasp on
our future endeavors, our plans, hopes and dreams; to re-open, not just our buildings
and businesses, but to re-open our hearts and minds to each other, for we have all
come through a time where fate was fickle, life was fragile, and we all felt – forlorn.
Wallowing in that helplessness, many of us became angry. Feckless misplaced
anger became a social poison. Let the Spring and Summer sunlight be the antidote.
Save and savor all that daylight – from dawn’s early light to twilight’s last gleaming.
In my new normal . . .
How would/should you end that sentence? How will you craft your new normal?
For me? In my new normal? There is
Sun-washed optimism – to be shared.
My new normal is filled with daylight.
I have no time for hate or anger. None.
I’m too busy – getting in on the savings.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Our Normal Returneth ?

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 03/20/2022
After two years of covid we are working on reopening our studio. I say ‘working on’
for a number of reasons. Topmost? Things are not simply what they were in 2019.
We are entering a new time. This new time demands new thinking.
We are facing more technical changes, and with those, more operational changes.
We also have to carefully consider how our staff (God bless ‘em.) can best balance a
more flexible work schedule that now includes WFH. With our studio shuttered,
they responded in time of covid-crisis to get out there and cover as many live civic,
school and sports events as possible. That meant working many more random
nights and weekends. They made it happen without missing a beat.
We geared up, building small, portable TV control systems as ‘Flypaks’ that enable
us to originate live from wherever with minimal setup effort. Our systems were
also designed to be Zoom-friendly. We installed new systems in Town Chambers
for effortless Zoom integration there as well.
Our radio operation became totally remote, with up to a dozen volunteers working,
conducting guest interviews and producing programs from home via Zoom.
Now we’re headed back the other way, technically. We’re opening up studios that
have been shuttered for the most part. But, they won’t be the same. They also must
be Zoom-enabled. Our new normal brings new expectations. We also have to enable
Zoom in the FHS auditorium, a very large venue with its own challenges.
The beginning of the pandemic forced us into technical overdrive for months in
order to meet the challenges of TV and radio production in 2020.
Now, at the end of the pandemic in 2022 (hopefully) we need to rework our studios,
our gear and production skills to integrate Zoom on demand – whenever, wherever.
We also plan to work on integrating radio and TV programming where possible.
Life in 2019 B.C. (Before Covid) feels like quaint ancient history. Now, in 2022 A.D.
(After Disaster) our lives are filled with change.
The only constant in life – is change. - Heraclitus
Do we simply succumb to it, or – do we master it?
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Yes. It is – Complicated.

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 03/27/2022
That was my hesitant, but honest answer. I was reluctant to admit it.

He looked at all the wires that were radiating outward in all directions from our
equipment. The floor was littered with cables. These connected microphones,
speakers, cameras, ethernet, computers, displays, intercom and so on. That’s what
motivated a bystander’s question, ‘Is it complicated?’
I had never been asked, so I was thrown for a moment. But, looking at the mess of
wires, I had to admit that it was. It is. Such was my quiet epiphany.
We do what we can to minimize the complexity for our crew by customizing our
equipment into configurable, flexible modules. These systems can be connected in
different ways depending on need. Think ‘digital Legos’ that snap together to form
whatever configuration best serves the event. Like nested Matryoshka dolls, our
systems have subsystems within, and these also can have sub-subsystems. Today,
our systems and simplified ‘snapping together’ (all the wires} continue to expand.
Ten years ago, it was simple. Bring camera and microphone. Record event. Leave.
Lather, rinse, repeat. Simple.
What we do today? Not simple. Today, we are expected to cover civic events that
are live and audience interactive via Zoom. We are expected to make engagement
effortless – simple – for all participants. We are also expected to be consistently
successful. These expanding expectations are reasonable enough in today’s world.
Fulfilling them? It’s complicated.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Out With the Old.

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 04/03/2022
It’s my ten-year anniversary! Yay, me! (I guess I’m not the new kid anymore.) Wow!
Where did the time go? It seems like only yesterday that I…
(Wavy TV screen effect that takes us back to day one.)
My first Summer was a technical firefight to fix damaged, tired gear, and get our
snowy Comcast channels cleaned up. We bought a building in the Fall and began
our journey to modernize the facility. Old standard definition TeeVee cameras,
videotape and DVD players, (remember VHS?) editing systems, audio gear, channel
equipment and all the background stuff that made it all go – year-after-year, all of it
was slowly being replaced with state-of-the-art, high-definition gear.
Out with the old SD stuff

In with the new HD stuff.

The images above are of the old and new Equipment Rack 15. It’s a small-ish, 2-foot
high bundle of gear that connects our main studio to Panther TV’s control room in
the high school. Yes, I know exactly what you’re thinking.
“ OOoooooh! Wow! OMG! What a huge difference. Srsly!”
Uh, huh! Drink it in and savor the moment – just like I did. Why? The old rack was
the very last of the standard TeeVee gear to be retired, and the new rack completes
our long journey to an entirely modern facility – streaming online 24/7 in Hi-Def.
Retiring the last of the legacy gear was a nice moment to mark a decade of progress.
Now, if only we can get our Comcast and Verizon cable providers to do the same.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Goings On. Going Forward.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 04/10/2022

‘Shopping' for Shows
As we ramp up our post-covid studio activities we are looking for programming. If
you think that you would like to pursue a TV program of your own, please don’t
hesitate to contact us. We make it easy. We promise. Now you can interview guests
over Zoom – right from our studio as if they were seated right in front of you. That
literally opens up a whole world of opportunity. Fascinating folks who would
otherwise not have time to come to our studio from wherever can now ‘stop by’ for a
virtual sit-down and chat.
Town Chambers – The Sound
We are aware of audience reports regarding noisy or scratchy sound during our
coverage of the government meetings. We have been doing all we can to keep the
microphone mixing systems in Chambers functioning long enough and quietly
enough until we can replace them with new gear. What we need is very specific.
Only 2 companies manufacture these devices. They are on back order, like so many
other items that people can’t easily obtain because of supply chain issues. We are
also working on implementing a temporary system this week until we can install an
optimal solution.
Graduation ‘22
This year FHS Graduation 2022 takes place on June 3rd. It’s less than 7 weeks
away. That time will hurtle by in a blink, so we start planning and prepping about
now. Our latest HD equipment update that I mentioned last week is part of the
preparations. We’ll be fine-tuning and testing over the next two weeks or so. This
year Franklin High is again conducting the ceremonies outside on the field. If the
weather hints at rain then we’ll return to the gym. Either way, we’ll be ready.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Primavera Week

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 04/17/2022
After all the groundhogs have weighed in around the country, how do we mark
Spring? For some, the unofficial start is March 1st. Because, March! Then there are
the vernal equilux and equinox. The equilux means ‘equal light’. Sunrise and sunset
are observable some minutes sooner and later respectively due to atmospheric
bending of the Sun’s light when it is still slightly below the horizon. It occurs a few
days before the vernal equinox and a few days after the autumnal. Bonus light!
These are dates that can make us astro–geeks slightly giddy with anticipation of
warmer days. Some Winters leave behind piles of snow, and we might hazard a
pseudo–scientific guess as to when this last evidence will be gone. Proof of Spring.
Then there’s Primavera –

Per Merriam Webster - Definition of primavera

: served with a mixture of fresh vegetables (such as zucchini, snow peas, and broccoli) —usually used
postpositively pasta primavera

Wrong! This Italian veggie ‘n’ pasta hot dish is merely a derivative interpretation.
I champion the term’s Latin origins as describing the first greening of Winter’s
barren landscape. This is Spring’s annual (and primal) promise now coming to life.
Last week? No buds. This week? Buds! Primavera has begun. The first buds are
emerging, and in a scant few weeks the scene change will be complete. Trees and
bushes everywhere from forests primeval to the naked shrub in your front yard are
all waking up and getting off to a fresh start. It’s quietly dramatic. It’s a time not to
be missed, but noted and savored. Even lawns are greening up under last Winter’s
scattered detritus of dead branches and old leaves. Don’t miss Primavera 2022.
Now showing on deciduous trees everywhere. There’s one near you.
With Winter’s weary doldrums done
beneath the rising arc of Sun
green means, “ Go!” And, go we fore –
our step and spirit, light once more.
Primavera. It’s nature’s annual do–over.
It’s the sure signature of Spring.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Renewal – Everywhere!

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 04/24/2022
Through all of last week Primavera, that first hint of greening has been living up
to expectations. Trees and bushes have been waking and doing their Spring thing.
Another week or two, and Winter will be a memory.
Other forms of renewal have taken place. Our radio station, wfpr●fm filed for and
received its FCC broadcast license renewal for 8 years. While we expected no less,
it’s a nice nod to know that we are in good standing. Radio station license renewal
actually requires about 5 months of FCC filings and posted legal notifications.
We (Franklin Community Cable Access, Inc., dba Franklin●TV, a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization) also renewed our agreement with the Town of Franklin to provide
local television services on Franklin’s three P, E, G cable channels. Comcast and
Verizon provide the channels under their own agreements and we provide the local
programming for citizens, civic and school events and government meetings.
For us, these renewals mean business as usual. All good.
All of these renewals – Spring greening, our licensing and so on, are underscored
with optimism as we slowly, cautiously begin to regard covid19 in the past tense.
19! Now 4 months into 22, was it really that long ago?
During all this Spring greening we should all undertake some Spring cleaning. Not
just the usual tidying up of homes and workplaces, but a renewal of our personal
outlook on life. The lingering after-effects of covid on the supply chain and our
economy are an ongoing inconvenience, and maintaining a positive outlook takes a
bit of mental discipline. All in all, life is pretty good across our fair zip code.
That said, considering the renewed horrors of war in Ukraine, we need a renewed
commitment to peace – through strength and some necessary sacrifice. The cost of
war will touch us all, but not so deeply and dearly as it does the people of Ukraine.
Moving beyond our lingering local fatigue over covid, masking, our economy, we
can renew our resolve to make a better world by asking the simplest question.
“What can I do, great or small, to help?”
Freedom is not free. There is a renewal cost – to enjoy business as usual.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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? Yes, We Are!

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 05/01/2022
Get with the program. We’ve all been so advised at one point or other. In this case,
it’s about getting you to the programs you want – exactly the way you want them.
We’re now posting our programs on YouTube. It’s familiar. It’s what we all know.
It’s immediate. You can now watch our key meetings and events LIVE on YouTube.
They will also be there for replay. In a world where we all want what we want –
when, where and how we want it, YouTube fits the bill. There’s a YouTube link to
our past programs (organized in playlists) right in our main page’s Clicklist. We’re
starting with our GOV meetings, and adding more in the future.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCp4_sDQGHNa9MKpqfmXGZrg/playlists

So, get with the program – that Franklin●TV show you’re looking for - on YouTube.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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A More Perfect Union?

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 05/08/2022
The topic on Monday’s More Perfect Union radio roundtable: (11 AM, 2 PM &8 PM)
SCOTUS, The Supreme Court of the United States. We discuss the historic leaked
ruling that would kill Roe v Wade as settled law. We expect Solomonic wisdom
from SCOTUS. But, of late it appears to suffer the same polarizing politics of the
legislature, having been biased effectively by them and the executive branch. I was
taught that SCOTUS was an impartial arbiter of our laws as measured by the
truest letters and intents of our Constitution. Sadly, I have been disabused of that
naïve notion, and there is no Santa Claus.
Recently, U.S. District Judge Kathryn Kimball Mizelle in Tampa struck down the
CDC’s authority regarding the use of protective masks on public transportation.
Last I looked, the CDC had a public health charter? Yes/No? During the height of
the pandemic, many who argued vehemently against masks had no concern with
exposing others – family and friends – to sickness or death. Many of them claimed,
‘I have my rights. It’s my body, my choice,’ (Sound familiar?)
No masks? Pro-life? That makes for a curious Venn diagram of opposing values.
hy·poc·ri·sy /həˈpäkrəsē/ noun
the practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which one's own
behavior does not conform; pretense.
It’s certainly beyond me to experience pregnancy in unfortunate circumstances,
perhaps with no partner for support, and perhaps no future. All I can do is extend
something rare and precious that in today’s society (and perhaps our judiciary as
well) is increasingly absent. We seek wisdom from the courts. We expect balance
that clearly conveys wisdom. Lately, some findings read more like op-ed pieces.
Today, we are seeing justices that appear to fall short on balancing the scales of
justice, and perhaps even shorter on applying mercy.
Where I claim no wisdom, when I cannot frame fair justice, let me hold not righteous
dudgeon, but rather, let me offer tender mercy.
Our winding path to a more perfect union is not an easy walk, but walk we must.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Franklin for All. Last Call!

Rezoning downtown for economic growth & diverse housing
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 05/15/2022
There is a final public meeting scheduled for Monday, 6:30pm at the Black Box.
Franklin For All is a community-driven process to establish a vision for Franklin
Center, including the Downtown Commercial District and adjacent neighborhoods,
and make rezoning recommendations to best achieve the vision. This will unlock
development to expand housing choices, support local business, take advantage of
new infrastructure, and foster a vibrant mixed-use neighborhood. There will be
multiple engagement opportunities for the public to weigh in on their vision for
Franklin Center and the proposed approach to rezoning.
The Project’s Timeline
Fall 2021
Winter 2021-2022
Winter/Spring 2022
Spring/Summer 2022
Summer/Fall 2022

Project start-up and analysis of existing zoning
Public engagement to set a vision for Franklin Center
Context analysis and development scenarios
Public engagement to review zoning recommendations
Rezoning Franklin Center

Franklin enjoys a compact downtown with an MBTA Commuter Rail Station, a
museum, a performing arts theater, Dean College, and a mix of restaurants and
retailers. There are also events throughout the year, including the Strawberry
Stroll and the Harvest Festival, that draw large crowds to the area. Significant
time and resources have been devoted to enhancing the area with a focus on
improving traffic flow, safety and emergency response time, improving roadways,
fostering a pedestrian environment, improving the overall appearance, and
stimulating private sector investment.
Franklin For All seeks to build on Franklin Center’s existing assets and become a
vibrant, mixed-use destination. More people living in a walkable downtown means
more spending at local shops, fewer car trips and less greenhouse gas emissions,
and more interactions amongst residents, fostering a stronger sense of community.
Through rezoning, we can remove restrictions that hold back quality projects to
encourage development that directly meets a shared vision for Franklin Center.
To learn more:
https://www.mapc.org/resource-library/franklin-for-all/
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

We’re Live!

Yes, we are.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 05/22/2022
A program note:
(Actually, three of ‘em.)
This week on Thursday evening we will be originating LIVE from three venues. It’s
a technical challenge in our new normal, but we’re up for it.
There is an extended (double-header) Town Council meeting on Thursday evening
at 7:00pm. It’s a continuation of the usual meeting on Wednesday evening. You can
watch this meeting on Town Hall TV, Comcast11, Verizon29 – as usual.
For those who wish to see the Conservation Commission’s meeting, again Thursday
at 7:00pm, it will be on our All-Access channel, Comcast8, Verizon26.
We are also originating Senior Awards Night, live from the FHS Auditorium, also
at 7:00pm on our Franklin Pride EDU channel, Comcast 96, Verizon28.
So, if you want to take it all in as it happens, you’re gonna need three TV sets.
However, we also stream all of our channels live from our website’s home page.
SO, –
You could watch the FHS Senior Awards Night, live on cable TV – while streaming
the Town Council meeting on your laptop or tablet, and then you could also watch
the Conservation Commission stream on your phone – all at the same time.
You could.
Of course, replays will be available on demand from our Youtube channel.
We’re doing everything we can on our end to bring you lots of live local TV.
The rest is up to you.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Uvalde, TX!

A new name to add to the list.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 05/29/2022
For anyone interested in The List, it looks like this.
Mass shootings happen frequently. The List from just the past decade includes
supermarkets in Buffalo and in Boulder, CO.; a rail yard in San Jose, CA.; a birthday
party in Colorado Springs; a convenience store in Springfield, MO.; a synagogue in
Pittsburgh; churches in Sutherland Springs, TX, and in Charleston, SC; a Walmart
in El Paso; a FedEx warehouse in Indianapolis; a music festival in Las Vegas;
massage parlors in Atlanta; a Waffle House in Nashville; a gay nightclub in
Orlando; and a movie theater in Aurora, CO.
Even school shootings happen often enough that we know some of the names: Sandy
Hook Elementary School, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, Oxford High
School, Santa Fe High School, Columbine High School. Robb Elementary School in
Uvalde has joined this horrific list.
I note the locus of these events. The frequency of extreme gun violence is proximal
to the gun culture and permissive laws of a given state. There’s a message here.
Massachusetts has stronger gun regulations. However, responsible citizens can
still reasonably obtain and use guns. The 2nd amendment is working in MA.
Perfectly? No. But, we do have a balance of rights and responsibility.
The U.S. population in 1970, 200Million. Today, we are 330 million.
U.S. vehicular death in 1970, 53,000. Today, it’s around 36,000.
More people, but fewer deaths. A 60% reduction through reasonable regulation.
The point? 2nd amendment rights can continue – through reasonable regulation.
Altogether, guns killed about 45,000 Americans last year. Can we ever get to zero?
No. But, we can make progress. Many 2A defenders say, “ It’s ‘mental health’ issue.”
But, they don’t support comprehensive background checks or red flag regulations
that address that very issue. It’s time for reason. It’s time for Congress to act.
“With great power comes great responsibility.” – The Sword of Damocles
Guns can give us power, but we need to exercise responsibility.
Congress has the ultimate power – and the great responsibility.
It’s time, lest that sword fall upon Washington come the next election.
It’s time. 2A is a right, but one bounded by a purpose. Read all 27 words. It’s time.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Grads ‘22!

They are the ones who just might change the world.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 06/05/2022
Graduation – the way I see it. As the proceeding unfolds I sit before 5 cameras, doing
my best as director to guide, frame and divine the best view for everyone else.
It’s a lot to take in, and I’m literally calling the shots.

Graduation – the way the students of 2022 see it, is a very unique commencement.
As sophomores their world unraveled as covid took hold, disrupting everything
about their schooling, their lives, the lives of family and friends. Proms and other
social events, gone, but that was just the small stuff. Broad fears and uncertainties
rolled on through their junior year as they and teachers soldiered on remotely. Now
they meet a world with even more economic and political uncertainty. They have
had to rally, to grow up faster, become more aware, seek wisdom sooner. This
became evident in student speeches that spoke not to these devastations, but to
what personal inner strengths and compassions they will need going forward.
The way they see it, the world needs changing in many ways. That’s why they will.
It’s a lot to take in. But, now they’re calling the shots.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Jan 6!
Rare for us to say, “Watch the other channel.”
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 06/12/2022
“ De-cem-ber 7th - 1 9 4 1; a day that will live in infamy.” Thus spake Roosevelt.
“Jan-u-ary 6th - 2 0 2 0; a day that will live in infamy.” That’s what I say.
These dates of historic crisis leave indelible marks on the American psyche. Why?
On both occasions America was viciously attacked. Plain and simple. We can
debate the long list of differences, but the objective was the same. Our enemy
(foreign or domestic) was intent on disrupting our democracy in a surprise attack.
This time our President said, “ Go home in peace. You’re very special. We love you.”
Whaaaat ?!?
On Thursday evening the Jan 6 Committee began unveiling the hard facts of that
horrific day. Taking in their extensive investigations and exhaustive interviews
with many witnesses is not as easy as embracing an easy pithy three-word-chant.

Lock – Her – Up!

Stop – the – Steal!

Hang – Mike – Pence!

Most Americans will struggle to stay tuned to the hours of case logic, the legal
framework and orderly telling of fact, but this is the stuff of history. As in any war,
there was brutal combat. People were wounded. People died. The causes and
horrors of that day are being laid out clearly before our eyes, and we should not look
away. Future historians will see the January 6 Committee broadcasts as an
enduring reference. There are several more sessions to watch in the days ahead.

Watch – the – Truth! Watch – the – Truth! Watch – the – Truth!
While we are always grateful when you take
some time to watch our programs, it is entirely
appropriate that we recommend you take in all
that the Committee is presenting. It is a rare TV
event that can be regarded as a civic duty.
These historic broadcasts are truly ‘Must see TV.’
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Juneteenth, Take 2!
Let us all be thankful – and free.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 06/19/2022
This Monday is the second Juneteenth officially
recognized as a federal holiday in the U.S. All
federal government offices, federal courts, banks,
post offices, schools, and U.S. financial markets will
be closed. This year, the Juneteenth holiday will be
observed in the U.S. on Monday, June 20. It is
officially African American Independence Day.
Although President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation officially abolished
slavery in January 1863, it would be over two years before the Civil War ended in
April 1865, and even longer before the news spread to all parts of the U.S. June 19
approximates the day that General Granger and his troops landed at Galveston,
Texas with news that the Civil War had ended and that the last of enslaved African
Americans were free. Originating in Galveston, the holiday has been celebrated in
various parts of the U.S. since the 1860s. It was finally recognized as a federal
holiday last year, in the midst of the Black Lives Matter movement, when President
Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act into law.

Just as July Fourth celebrates our Declaration of Independence, Juneteenth
celebrates an equally important document, The Emancipation Proclamation, which
truly completes the universal intent of our Declaration – freedom for everyone.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

We’re Talkin’ the Blues
Two hours of great blues music and history every week.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 06/26/2022

Nick Remissong and Jim Derick in our radio studio.
It doesn’t matter where they are. It could be at an open-air bistro on Newbury St. It
could be a balmy afternoon on the front porch. Could be by a pot-bellied stove at the
general store. It could be anywhere. It’s two guys, (sometimes more) wagging their
tongues and bonding over their love for the blues.
There’s a lot of lore about blues artists, blues
history and 2 hours of great blues music to be
heard by hangin’ out with Nick, Jim, Todd Monjur
and other blues guests – on 102.9FM, or online at
our website wfpr.fm.
Got a thing for the blues? (Of course you do.)
Listen in, Mondays at 9AM, Noon and 6PM.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Talkin’ bout

July 4th = Democracy
So many fought for it. Let’s keep it.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 07/03/2022
Our arduous trail to freedom is a hard-fought journey littered with great sacrifice.
Our grand experiment in democracy – it was literally revolutionary. That great
upheaval returns, and we are again at the precipice of revolution. Don’t think so?
Consider this think-tank analysis: The socioeconomic stability of any country is
maintained when the income for the upper 2% of society is not more than10 times
the income for the average citizen. This statistic indicates that a 10x income
disparity defines a threshold for triggering populist unrest. It’s the widening divide
between the haves and the have nots. It marks the edge of revolution. We’re there.
Another tenet holds that democracy maintains its stability through revolution at
the ballot box. We avoid physical revolution because we vote the bad actors out
that don’t advance equitable public policies. That’s how voting is supposed to work.
It presumes that votes are reasoned decisions. Sadly, too often they’re not.
Our first revolution began here in Massachusetts. Today’s is elsewhere – in the
flyover states – in the South – in economically depressed regions of the country.
This populist revolution harnesses the disenfranchised who are aimlessly angry
over their hapless helpless circumstances. There’s a lot of ongoing pain out there.
Today’s revolution got branded early in this century. The Tea Party. Catchy, no?
Right wing conservative media fueled it. Republican candidates legitimized it.
Trump seized it. He usurped all reason with anger mongering three-word chants.
Lock – Her – Up! Stop – the – Steal! Hang – Mike – Pence! Three – Word – Chant!
Other pandering pols blast ‘dog whistles’ over contrived social evils. They harvest
votes from all that aimless anger. Anger = votes. We, the People – are being played.
The essential quality that is completely absent on this grand stage? It’s integrity.
If our elections are to save us, we must save our elections. They’re not broken or
fraudulent, but there are those who claim that they are. Why? They want control.
They believe that it’s not the votes that count. It’s those who count the votes. They
want that job. Hence, they foment false revolution. It is high irony that they are
socially engineering democracy to kill itself at the ballot box. We must identify,
support and vote for candidates who hold a steadfast commitment to our
Constitution with integrity in thought and deed and who have the courage to act.
Vote – Smart – Now!

Vote – Smart – Now!

And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

https://justfacts.votesmart.org/

Even More YouTube
We’re Expanding Our YouTube Channels
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 07/10/2022
In early May we began live-streaming our government meetings, along with some
school sports and events on YouTube. The programs were also posted as videos.
For those who “do video” (and yes, we do), YouTube is where folks expect us to be.
YouTube is a video destination.
What we said in May:

Get with the program. We’ve all been so advised at one point or other. In this case,
it’s about getting you to the programs you want – exactly the way you want them.

We’re now posting our programs on YouTube. It’s familiar. It’s what we all know.
It’s immediate. You can now watch our key meetings and events LIVE on YouTube.
They will also be there for replay. In a world where we all want what we want –
when, where and how we want it, YouTube fills the bill.
In these past two months our YouTube videos have been well received, and now
we’re going all in. We’re simplifying our website (for your convenience of course).
We’ve organized our YouTube streams into Public Access, School and Government
channels so it works just like our three local cable channels. This also enables us to
livestream multiple events simultaneously. (We’re often busy that way.)
Just click on the appropriate channel logo on our home page. It will take you to our
YouTube Live link for that channel’s scheduled livestream event.
Our YouTube Access, School and Government channels also have earlier programs
and meetings, all organized as Video on Demand playlists. Watch any time.
Note: When you visit our YouTube channels you can also choose to Subscribe.
Now you can get with the program directly – whenever you want.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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SCOTUS
John Marshall Harlan, The Great Dissenter
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 07/17/2022
We have an upcoming two-part program for ‘A More Perfect Union’.
Our Radio Roundtable had the pleasure of sitting with Peter Canellos,
author of John Marshall Harlan, The Great Dissenter. Through
Harlan’s life and career as a Supreme Court Justice we learn much
about the Court of his day, and about how it and his powerful
dissenting opinions reverberate with enduring relevance through the
decades to advance the cause of true equality even today.
They say that history is written by the victors. But not in the case of the most
famous dissenter on the Supreme Court. Almost a century after his death, John
Marshall Harlan’s words helped end segregation and gave us our civil rights and our
modern economic freedom. Harlan’s dissents, particularly in Plessy v. Ferguson,
were widely read and a source of hope for decades. Thurgood Marshall called
Harlan’s Plessy dissent his “Bible”— and his legal roadmap to overturning
segregation. In the end, Harlan’s words built the foundations for the legal
revolutions of the New Deal and Civil Rights eras.
Spanning from the Civil War to the Civil Rights
movement and beyond, The Great Dissenter is a
“magnificent” (Douglas Brinkley) and “thoroughly
researched” (The New York Times) rendering of the
American legal system’s most significant failures
and most inspiring successes.
Few authors are as lucid and fluid in their
effortless storytelling as Peter Canellos. You can
listen (effortlessly) to his deeply cogent thoughts
and insights on 102.9 wfpr, and our next edition of
More Perfect Union.
I give his work at least eleven stars out of ten.
(Can I do that…? I can do that. Right?)
Listen – and judge for yourself.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Our Open Board Meeting
It’s Happening. August 27th at Our Studio

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 07/24/2022
This year our Annual Open Board Meeting will take place as part of a neighborhood
block party at our 23 Hutchinson St. studios.

Join us, Saturday, August 27th at 3:00pm.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by August15 to:
info@franklin.tv

It’s open to all Franklin businesses and residents. We’ll meet-and-greet and enjoy
the day starting at 3:00pm. Come hungry and enjoy some great food and music. You
can also tour our studios and learn about Franklin●TV and wfpr●fm. We’ll also
review our progress during the past year and discuss plans for the future. At our
meeting you may cast a vote for new and/or renewing board positions.
Excerpt from FCCA bylaws: (Available on our website.)
Section 15. Election of Director by the Membership (a) Members shall be notified by the Clerk of the election of a
director by the Membership at the Annual Meeting. Said notice shall be in accordance with the notice provisions of
Section 4 of this Article IV. (b) Any eligible voting Member may be nominated for election to the position of Director by:
(i) Written notification to the Clerk no later than seven (7) days prior to Annual Meeting; or (ii) By nomination from the
floor of the Annual Meeting made and seconded by no less than three (3) eligible voting members.

Thanks to our board members who contribute their time and energy to help make
Franklin●TV all that a public access studio can be. If you would like to become
involved either as a volunteer or to create your own TV or radio programs at
Franklin●TV and wfpr●fm, just send an email to: info@franklin.tv with your contact
information. You can also call us to discuss and explore your ideas. 508-541-4118.
Please join us at our Franklin●TV event. Again, it’s Saturday, August 27th starting
at 3:00pm. Our brief open board meeting begins at 4:00pm. Come meet, greet, and
learn all about local TV and radio in Franklin.
See you then.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2021, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Sue Wade
Got Prayers?
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 07/31/2022
Not long after we launched
Franklin Public Radio I was
contacted by Sue Wade. The
question: Would we consider
airing a program of stories and
poems written by the Senior
Center Writers’ Group,
(a/k/a The Scribblers) ?
Yup. Yoobetcha!
We have been spinning new
stories monthly ever since.
What’s not to like?
Behind Sue (seated), L to R: Alice Clack, Sue Bliven, Faith Flaherty, Carol Belcher, Pat Winiarski.

This pic is from a ‘Tea’ event celebrating the Scribblers’ 1st book. A page turner.
The second book? Coming soon to a Senior Center near you.
Sue was an emergency room nurse – during the Marathon bombing.
For three straight days. She was there for others in great need.
Later, confined to a wheelchair, Sue chose indefatigability over
her disability. She taught us that the personal power that comes
from writing is there for all of us if we just put pen to paper.
Consider writing as a journey that just gets better and better.
Got stories to tell? You can join us weekly at the Senior Center,
Wednesdays at 1p. We’re also on Zoom.
Currently, Sue may be down, but not out. She is in hospice, and a
little prayerful help is a kindness greatly appreciated.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2021, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Nan’s Back!
Senior Connections
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 08/07/2022

Upper left: Nan Rafter and Senior Center Director Danielle Hopkins in our studio.
Nan’s back! (Yess!) And we’re thrilled. If there was ever anyone who is a natural, it’s
Nan. Every program she produced and hosted from 2017 on was a most enjoyable,
always informative, and perfectly natural conversation. Then – Covid. (Noooo…!)
After that hated hiatus – she’s back. Nan’s
first ‘Connections’ conversation was with
historian Joe Landry 5 years ago.
We (and she) intend to make up for lost time.
Now, as then, she’s already hit the ground
running – and Zooming. When we discussed
possible program ideas, I noted that our
studio was now Zoom capable. Perhaps we
could arrange interviews with neighboring
Senior Center Directors?
I don’t remember if I got to finish my thought when, “Yess! That’s an excellent idea.”
That’s our Nan.
Watching Nan on Franklin●TV?
That too is an excellent idea. (Yess!)
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.

Copyright, 2021, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

Citizen Frank!
Seeking Political Wisdom & Truth
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 08/14/2022
There are basic truths. Some are the ones you learn in civics class, and they stick
with you. A principle often attributed to Thomas Jefferson is one for me.
“An educated citizenry is a vital requisite for our survival as a free people.”
With mid-terms looming, and a number of Massachusetts candidates seeking state
offices, Frank Falvey is on the phone, chasing down campaign managers and various
assigns to arrange appearances and interviews for Franklin●TV and wfpr●fm.
This last decade has set all-time records for national candidates and office holders
to engage in gaslighting, deflection, disinformation and bombast in order to garner
attention and votes. They want to win in the worst way – and that’s exactly how
they do it. Hollywood writers can’t keep up with the antics of the worst.
However, we in Massachusetts are fortunate to
have a robust exchange with candidates through
our regional and local media. Interviews, debates,
and candidates’ own messages let we the people
get to know our officials.
We in Massachusetts also have citizens who
volunteer – truth seekers like Frank. His tenet is
as Jeffersonian a statement as you may find.
‘Seek Wisdom’.
Frank has labored at this noble endeavor long
before I have had the good fortune to know him.
Frank is our modern day Diogenes. As we wade
into this election season, check out our weekly
program guide for Frank’s interviews with state
and local candidates. Let us all be the wiser for
watching – as Frank Presents….
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Making Progress !

Pete Fasciano, a/k/a “The New Guy” 8/24/2012
Somewhere back in the early days of TV I remember General Electric’s tag line:
“Progress is Our Most Important Product.”
As a youngster, I pondered how a company goes about manufacturing progress.
Solid or liquid? Do they sell progress by the bag or barrel? Is progress portable?
I hope so.
I’d like to pack some with me wherever I go (because you just never know).
In my time, I’ve tackled many projects. My latest is Franklin TV. I’m The New Guy.
If memory serves, you have to be The New Guy for at least a year…
==========

Still Making Progress !
Pete Fasciano, a/k/a “The Old Guy” 8/21/2022
Here we are – a decade later. Math says I wrote that first missive at least 520-ish
pages ago. Never missed a week. Have we made progress? Yup! Yoobetcha! Lots!
Every year was filled with steady progress – even through covid. I have come to
believe that progress is in the very DNA of Franklin.
Back then, I wrote about how welcoming the whole town was. Friday at 7-ish, on my
way to the studio I kibbitzed with Councilors Tom Mercer, Glenn Jones, Bob
Dellorco and the regular gang holding court at Honeydew. They were doing that
Franklin thing. They were making progress. It was a Norman Rockwell moment.
Any citizen can stop by and weigh in over a hot cuppa. It’s casual.
Any town that can make progress through casual gatherings at the coffee shop –
that, my friends, is a fine, fine town.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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We Are Fortunate !

Got money?
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 8/28/2012
These days no one has money to burn. No one.
Most certainly, no one that I know.
Understatement: Inflation is not our friend.
Following the First World War, the Weimar Republic
saw an extreme level of hyperinflation that made its
currency worthless. Citizens actually burned money in
their stoves for warmth. Burning worthless currency
gave off more heat energy than the fuel it could buy.
Compared to that sorry history our current inflation
woes are miniscule. However, it’s clear that today’s
dollars just ain’t what they yoosta be, B.C., before Covid.
It’s true for us at Franklin●TV and for all of our other
local nonprofit organizations. Check out:
https://www.franklinareanonprofitnetwork.org/
The Franklin Area Nonprofit Network supports our local citizens in need – in many
ways. The great irony is that as money tightens through inflation, donations shrink
in two ways: donors drop off, and the money that does come in buys less services.
(Ouch and ouch!) Yet, the great need for their services becomes all the more urgent.
Visit the FANN website and get to know (and help) these local organizations. Can’t
donate? Consider volunteering some of your time. (Remember, time is money.)
We at Franklin TV are somewhat fortunate. We are subsidized through the cable
carriers, Comcast and Verizon. We do not receive tax money or public funds of any
sort. Yes, we are also seeing income reductions. Yes, we are tightening our tight belt.
That said, in these recent inflationary months we have donated $13,000.00 to local
charities and deserving student scholarships.
We’re doing what we can.
We have a burning desire.
– If only we had more money to burn.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Our Open Board Meeting
It was Business as Usual – Almost.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 9/4/2022

If you say, “Who wants to attend a board meeting – ?” (Crickets chirping – )
If you say, “ Who wants to come to our Block Party?” (That’s more like it. )
Great food, music and weather. I’ll let the pictures speak for themselves.

Plan on joining us next year. See you then.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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We Just Got One o’ These
It’s Big, Hefty, Fast, Rugged, and Reliable.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 9/11/2022

Got data? Yes, we do. Lots of it. Video files
are quite large. Need a place to keep them.
Lots of them. That’s what happens when
you produce hundreds of TV programs a
year. Archiving and managing an expanding library of programming requires an
expanding amount of data storage. The storage system also has to be very fast to
move that video from and to our four digital video editing systems. This is part of
all that stuff –racks of it – as the infrastructure that keeps an operation running.
Twenty years ago (2002) I designed a video-data storage system for TV stations in
Boston. That system was a room full of hardware. It cost $1,200,000 bucks. A
truckload of gear for a truckload of money. It held only 6 Terabytes. Today that’s
just one hard drive – right off the shelf from Best Buy. This box holds 96 Terabytes,
16 times more – a digital truckload of data for only 3percent of the 2002 cost.
Yes, it’s big, hefty, fast – and ruggedly reliable.
Even after these many years that I have been
engaged in this brave new digital world, I am
dazzled by how rapidly it continues to expand.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Autumnal Equinox

Gateway to the Natural Glories of Fall
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 9/18/2022
Among my favorite pastimes – stereography. Size this page to 8.5 inches wide
(letter size) or simply print it. Completely relax your gaze, (like daydreaming) and
stare through and beyond these images to view them in 3D.

Light of Dei – The Sublime Subtlety of Autumn’s Arrival.

Wall of Fall – Cool Weather Fills Your Eyes With Warmth.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Frankness

Still Seeking Wisdom
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 9/24/2022

Representative Jeff Roy and Frank Falvey
frank·ness n. fraNGk-nəs
The quality of being open, honest, and direct in speech or writing.
Frank Falvey’s central tenet has always been, ‘Seek Wisdom’. Frankness is where
that patient life-long journey toward achieving some degree of wisdom begins.
True frankness (among us wisdom seekers) goes beyond simply speaking openly.
It also requires listening just as openly. Frank, honest sharing of ideas is the
bedrock of great conversation – the kind of free-wheeling discussion that can
foster a more insightful perspective on the nuanced complexities of our time.
If you have ever enjoyed such a discussion with Frank, then you likely came away
with your own newly minted slice of wisdom.
Look for ‘Frank Presents’ in our program guide. It’s the wise move.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Postponed

Happening Sunday.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 10/02/2022

In their widely distributed email sent yesterday morning, the Franklin Downtown
Partnership announced the postponement of their annual Harvest Festival,
originally slated to take over the downtown (closing Main Street) this afternoon.
Due to predicted strong and steady rains, the event has been moved to Sunday, Oct.
2, noon to 5 PM. All event logistics and booth locations will remain the same.
"Please be prepared for the potential of wind and the chance of showers on Sunday;
tents and items on your booths and displays must be secured for the safety of all
event attendees.”
We’ll be posting pix on Monday.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Harvest Fest

We Were Blown Away.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 10/09/2022
Whoops – there’s goes another one.

A few moments earlier the mangled tent above stood at the other end of this scene.
Up it went – sailing past the post office in a mere second before being wrangled back
to terra firma. A few more were mangled and wrangled. Our own tent, held down by
ninety pounds of weights, was shimmying. We packed it up before the gusts could
steal away with it. Breeze notwithstanding, the crowds turned out.

Exhibitors (great and small) bundled up, braved
the bluster – and on a chilly Autumn day, brought
the warmth of our community together.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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A Towering Task

It’s a New High Point for Us.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 10/16/2022
When wfpr.fm began broadcasting in 2017 the radio station needed a location for
its broadcast tower. Franklin provided a small patch of land atop Forge Hill, and
wfpr provided a home, building, electricity and tower space for the Town's Police
and Fire Radio Systems.
This week Franklin Public Radio and the Town of Franklin extended this
infrastructure partnership - literally - to improve the Town's Public Safety
Communications. The tower and antennas are going up - extending another 40 feet.
The additional antenna height increases the reach of the radio signals.

Laying out pieces of what looks like an industrial strength Erector Set.

The assembled 40-foot section with antenna side-mounts in place.

The crew up top, ready to bolt the new section
securely in place.
After a day and a half of careful assembly, the
hoist to the top is quick - a short elevator ride.
At 160 feet, the crane makes it all look like
child's play. Another hour of aligning and
bolting the section in place and we're ready to
add the antennas up top. The Town is also
adding a new antenna for the DPW's water
department – radio control infrastructure for
managing its pumps and systems located all
over town. This project was first planned last
year as part of a multi-phase infrastructure
plan to improve public safety communications
over the next two years.
The assembly instructions are similar to the
sheet that comes with Ikea furniture only there are many more sheets.

And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Autumn = This!

When I looked up, there it was.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 10/23/2022

Autumn’s Cathedral
It’s 6A, Saturday. I cling to coffee, shuffling toward my office – and there it was.
Literally, at my front door. (OMG! Let the choral angels sing in praise. Glorious!)
This is the image of Autumn that you read about in tourism brochures. I grabbed
my smartphone and – (clik). There is no camera that can do justice to what I see.
Vivaldi’s ‘Seasons’ underscores the moment in my head.
This is the week.
Do take a moment or two when and where you can to just stop and take it all in.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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There’s More More Perfect Union!
We, the People are Adding – People.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 10/30/2022

In January of 2021 Frank Falvey gathered a group of informed citizens to launch a
new radio program. Each week our Radio Roundtable of Regulars discusses the
legal, educational and political issues of our time, and how we as a nation might
move forward to advance a More Perfect Union.
At the outset, our group was comprised of Frank, Higher Education Dr. Michael
Walker-Jones, Harvard’s Dr. Natalia Linos, Executive Director for Health and
Human Rights, Franklin’s Representative Jeff Roy, and yes, even Yorz Trooly.
We gather via Zoom on Thursday mornings to record our More Perfect musings
that you hear the following Monday.
More recently, we’ve grown our group, deepened our bench. We welcome Nick
Remissong and Chris Woolf from WGBH/BBC’s The World. Others who join us
now and then: Alan Earls, Franklin’s Republican Committee Chair, and Rachel
Plukas, Franklin’s Democratic Committee Chair.
As they say in all those wonder widget ads, But wait. There’s more!
It’s a daring experiment. We’re opening our Zoom doors. This Thursday morning
you can stand on your soap box in our virtual town square and opine with us.
Topic? Opinion? The floor is yours. Interested?
Join us via Zoom on Thursday morning at 9:30.
Zoom Link: 872 7243 7375
Hope to see you then.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Xmas is Coming! Srsly?
I know. I know. Way to soon. I haven’t voted yet.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 11/06/2022

If you work in the media ‘biz’ – especially in advertising and/or TV, then you know
that Christmas media projects begin much earlier than the actual holiday season.
The first wave often arrives right after the ‘back-to-school’ ads stop running.
Christmas trees pop up in film studios around the country – anywhere from
September onward. Years ago I produced and filmed a ‘Christmas Special’ program
in July. It makes for an odd reality – a blustery snowing street scene in the studio.
Outside? 85 degrees & Sunny.
We start this week at Franklin.TV producing and shooting a fun program about
traditional ‘Italian Christmas Cookies’. We’re baking ‘em up in our TeeVee kitchen
(Yum!) Food is involved, soooo – Happy Holidays to all! (I have no shame.)
And – it’s not even Thanksgiving yet.
==========
On Tuesday – a big Vote Day. Although it’s a mid-term election, there are four big
questions on the ballot. If you didn’t receive a red ‘Voter info’ booklet, you can
search – ‘MA ballot questions’. The direct link is below.
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/ele22/information-for-voters-22/quest_1.htm
The MA Secretary of State’s Office has all that you need to know. Big recommend.
You can review the legislative language, as well as 150-word arguments pro & con.
And for Franklin specific voter information – look for the Election Collection at
Franklin Matters. There are interviews with local candidates by Frank Falvey and
Steve Sherlock. In some cases both video and audio versions are available.
You can also get inside info on Ballot Question 3 with Franklin Liquor's Mark Lenzi
in two conversations: one with Frank Falvey and another with SAFE Radio's Jim
Derick and Dr Anne Bergen.
These are issues that affect us at home.
Browse & Learn. It’s worth your time.
And – as always –
Thank you for listening to wfpr●fm.
And, thank you for watching.
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Our Radio Gang

They Make Public Radio Happen.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 11/13/2022

Bergen, Dr. Anne K.
Carlucci, Dr. Pandora
Alpert, Rabbi Tom
Junker, Rev. Jacob
McAdams, Rev. Kathy
Derick, Jim
Falvey, Frank
Hines, Pamela
Horrigan, Jay
Joyce, Diane
Lenzi, Mark
Linos, Dr. Natalia
Remissong, Nick
Plukas, Rachel
Rafter, Nan
Roy, Jeff
Sherlock, Steve
Simone, Kim
Walker-Jones, Dr. Mike
Woolf, Chris
And – as always –
Thanks for listening to 102.9 wfpr●fm.
And, thanks for watching.
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I made the list.
(Note that I did not make the list as in,
“ I made the Dean’s List.”)
Nope. It’s not about me. It’s about them.
They made The List. I just wrote it down.
I was asked to describe our volunteers
and what they do. So – I made a list.
In terms of numbers…?
Start with 20 good and dedicated souls.
Through their collective efforts, they
produced, recorded, hosted, edited 450
radio programs last year, volunteering
almost 1500 hours of their time to our
cause – great public radio in Franklin.
Each week they create radio programs
about all things that matter to Franklin.
They bring imagination, insight, wisdom
to the issues of our place and time.
They bring life to our stated mission –
Amplify the Public Good.
Collectively, they shine a light on why
Franklin is no typical New England town.
Franklin has a warm, vibrant spirit that
our radio community – our radio gang
brings to the microphone every week. If
you had the mic, what would you do? You
could even make The List. Let’s discuss.

I Thank, Therefore I Am - Grateful.
Thanking is the best kind of joyful thinking.
Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 11/20/2022

René Descartes
Cogito ergo sum. I think, therefore I am. This is the central concept in
his philosophy. The fact that I am thinking means that I exist.
Now we can consider the nature and qualities of thoughts that we wish
to embrace. Find and nurture some good ones. Own your mindset. For
me? I thank. Therefore I am ever grateful. Good days become better
days. Bad days are lessened.
Living in thankfulness – in gratitude – is a life-learned skill. None of us
is born grateful. When we were very young, we were taught to say the
magic words, “Thank you”. A perfunctory nod to receiving some gift or
favor. However, throughout our bumbling practice of living, some of us
eventually figure it out. With the passing of years, we can become
increasingly grateful. To be truly grateful is not an obligation. It is a
special joy. Thanksgiving is our annual reminder to preserve that joy –
to try again.
It’s a day filled with family, friends, food, football. I would also add
forgiving. This is an ultimate form of grace and gratitude. Forgiving
and thanks giving help us to remove our barriers to gratitude and to joy.
Finally, there is receiving. We have all received much. Often, we are
unaware of all that we have received. Be grateful in your receiving, even
for all those things which are not known, and gracious in your giving –
and forgiving – even for those things which are not known.
There, in that profound gratitude and grace, the joys of the season lie.
Questions? Call us. 508-541-4118.
Thanks for listening to 102.9 wfpr●fm.
And – as always – thanks for watching.
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A Return to December

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 11/27/2022
A return to December? It’s what we do.
January is about beginnings.
Our start point for all things hopeful.
Making the most of ourselves.
Or – at least we are resolved to try.
We forge on.
Through February. Through March.
Through whatever they may bring.
We take in April’s early warmth.
Same and more with pretty May.
Then – June/Jul/Aug/Sept,
We saunter through sultry Summer.
Making the most of its longer days.
October, nature’s last hurrah.
Ushers us on to longer nights,
and onward still – through November.
Where we pause in gratitude.
Another year behind us, spent and gone,
We return to December. This destination month.
We return – to hopes, dreams, joys.
We return to family, friends, even strangers.
We return to ‘The Season, Merry and Bright’.
To moments of kinship and glad tidings.
We return to seek all that truly matters.
We return to embrace our better angels,
– As we return once more to December.
Questions? Call us. 508-541-4118.
Thanks for listening to 102.9 wfpr●fm.
And – as always – thanks for watching.
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Think Franklin First

Shop – Easily, Wisely, Locally, Lavishly, Lovingly
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 12/04/2022

If you need to find great gifts that’re useful/pretty/comfy/tasty/fun/awesome etc.
then shop no more. You’ve ready found ‘em.
These Franklin area shops and services are
ready to deliver stocking stuffer smiles.
Drive less. Keep more jingle in your pocket.
Just Think Franklin First. Easy-peasy.
(No need to give it a second thought. Done.)
Visit: https://franklingiftcard.com/
Questions? Call us. 508-541-4118.
Thanks for listening to 102.9 wfpr●fm.
And – as always – thanks for watching.
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Franklin Food Elves

Raising Money for the Food Pantry
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 12/11/2022
The Franklin Food Elves is the Franklin Food Pantry’s largest fundraiser of the
year and it wraps up our holiday giving season. Every December high school and
middle school students earn community service hours and raise money for The
Pantry. Each student works in their elementary school district and is assigned
streets by District Parents where they drop off our signature purple envelopes and
a flyer explaining the program. People can make donations via an online page or
leave a check in the envelope that the student returns to pick up on a specific date.
The Pantry provides all the materials each Elf needs. It’s a great program that
makes a large impact on The Pantry. Elves can earn community service hours (12
hours for in-person canvassing of neighborhoods and 10 hours for online
fundraising only). If you have any questions please contact Marsha Tait at
mtait@franklinfoodpantry.org.
Food prices increased by 13.1% nationally and 10.9% locally this year and have not
only impacted Franklin families but have increased The Pantry’s operating costs
as well. Fundraisers like Food Elves are critical to the organization – especially now
amid rising food prices and increasing need.
Last year the Elves raised over $95,000! These funds help to provide services and
food, including fresh produce, proteins and dairy to neighbors in need. Food Elves is
the Franklin Food Pantry’s largest annual fundraiser, and we can’t wait to see what
the Food Elves accomplish this year!
Look for your purple envelope and
consider making the holidays
brighter for your neighbors by
placing a donation in the purple
envelope for pickup by your local
Food Elf. If you have not been
visited by a Food Elf you can
donate via this QR code!
Questions? Call us. 508-541-4118.
Thanks for listening to 102.9 wfpr●fm.
And – as always – thanks for watching.
Copyright, 2022, FCCA, Inc. & the author. All rights reserved.

It’s All Chrimsy!

Christmas everywhere you look.
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 12/18/2022
The Senior Center’s Christmas Wonderland on Thursday evening was indeed an
extravaganza of yuletide cheer, goodies, décor, music, along with Santa & the Mrs..
Many civic groups decorated themed trees. Christmas creativity was everywhere.
One tiny toddler summed it up. It’s all Chrimsy!

Yep. Totally Chrimsy. Totally festive fun.
Questions? Call us. 508-541-4118.
Thanks for listening to 102.9 wfpr●fm.
And – as always – thanks for watching.
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Christmas Day
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director 12/25/2022
It began shortly after Thanksgiving. My lovely wife has been ‘ramping up’ all the
preparations for our big Christmas Day family gathering. It’s exhausting work – a
heroic effort. God bless her. A true labor of love.
These past three years of covid and cancellations – three years – have left holes
and heartaches in far too many families. More than a million souls departed. Our
old normal, gone. Big gatherings, gone.
We are fortunate. We did all the right things; social distancing, vaccinations,
masking. We are all still happily here. A good reason to celebrate – like it’s 2019.
Then – the next day…

we can ‘decompress’, while we remember the joys and wonders of Christmas 2023.
May you, your family and friends have the merriest ever.
And may 2023 smile warmly and kindly upon us all.
Thanks for listening to 102.9 wfpr●fm.
And – as always – thanks for watching.
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