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Inside the Magic Box  
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director    9/14/2012  

 

We³re looking for just the right box.  A TV studio is essentially a big box of a room, 

and we hope that somewhere near the center of Franklin 02038 is just such a box 

that could be perfect for us.  Our ideal box is on the ground, minimally 30 feet by 

30 fe et with an inside clearance altitude of 15 feet or so.  We³ve found several 

places that have space, but with support columns scattered here and there.   

 

What³s inside our box?  You³ve seen pictures:  Big lights hanging down from a grid 

with cameras at qui et attention, usually looking at some furnishings where it³s 

brightest, and the rest of the box is pretty subdued.  Doesn³t sound like a very 

magical place.  However, it is to us.  

 

That gives us pause to think outside our magic box.  What do we surround it  with?  

How do we create an inviting place that encourages creative thought; promotes 

volunteer engagement and support for other worthy Franklin organizations?   

 

We hope to build our new studio as a place 

where magic can happen.  When TV began, ´The 

Boxµ in the Den or Parlo ur cum TV room was 

magic.  It brought us the ability to see and to 

think way outside the box, beyond the horizon, 

and eventually, around the world.  The voice 

would say, ´Through the magic of TV, we now 

take you to (far place)µ.  In the annals of TV 

history there are storied studios that created 

amazing  magic.  The BBC³s Alexandra Palace 

launched TV  in 1936.  RCA³s Empire Studio premiered at the 1939 World³s Fair.  

Philo Farnsworth³s experimental TV station  (shown here) was in Wyndmere, PA. 

 

But, magic won³t happen just because we will have a nice big boxy studio.  Studios 

are potential.  People are kinetic.  People make magic.  So, we hope to populate our 

studio with people who wish to conjure a touch of TV magic · with stories, insight s, 

salutations, ruminations, conversations, demonstrations  ·    et cetera.  

 

Perhaps that might be you?   

Take a moment to think inside the box.  What magic could you create in it?   

Consider volunteering and learning how  The Magic of TV   happens.  

For with out you, there is no magic.  

 

And, thanks for watching!   
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Where We Are Going  
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director   11/30/2012  

 

As I write this, we are operating from small -ish (cramped) downtown backroom 

offices of 600 or so square feet.  Our current address houses a makeshift 

lobby/office, a makeshift studio area and makeshift video control and editing 

areas.  For us, the makeshift era is about to end.  We will be moving soon , into an 

expanse new facility designed expressly for modern television production.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new location will be the market building at 23 Hutchinson St.  Above is our 

concept design for our new studio to be completed , perhaps  by this time next year.    

 

The Hutchinson St. location is only a half -mile South of downtown via either Union 

St. (West end of downtown on 140) or Cottage St. (East end of downtown on 140).   

 

Much remains to be done, but we are making progress.  

 

And, t hanks for watching!  
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It³s a Bold Plan 
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director   12/07/2012  

 

Last week you got a first look at our planned new home at 23 Hutchinson Street.  

Well, we have a plan coming together for the inside as well.  For those who like to 

let their imaginations walk through floor plans, this is our current room layout.  

As realt ors might claim, it³s a flowing design with plenty of sun-splashed openness 

where we want it; darkness where we need it (studio and control rooms).  Our bold 

plan shown here is a first pass with much detail to be filled in.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More importantly, for folks interested in video production and creating their own 

TV programs, it will be an inviting, comfortable place.  Hopefully, it will be one 

that sparks the imagination while it feels a bit like a second home.   

 

If we can do all th at, then our floor layout is indeed a bold plan.  

 

And, thanks for watching!  
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At Last, The Deed is Done  
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director   2/8/2013  

 

January 14
th

 came.  January 14
th

 went.  Just another date to most people,  

but it was anticipated to be a very momentous day for us at Franklin TV.   

We were going to close the sale on the  property for our new studio -to -be.  

 Deed in hand; the sellers were ready and happy to sell.  The b uyers (us)  

were quite ready and happy to buy.   

 

Didn³t happen.   (Ooops!) 

 

Someone made a small clerical error in the paperwork ·  two transactions earlier.  

A typo!  A simple scribe³s lapse.  Someone we will never know got some numbers 

wrong when record ing the deed.  That tiny mistaken entry surfaced during a 

standard title search.  We could not move forward until the error was corrected.  

No doubt, it was as frustrating for sellers Reddy and Pria Gali as it was for us.  

That took three long weeks, but f inally it was resolved, and the Sun returned.   

 

Our deep appreciation to Eileen Mason at 

Re/Max Executive Realty.  She found the 

place for us.  She helped us figure out how 

to make it all work.  She chased down the 

closing details.  She made it all happe n.   

 

If Mark Twain was right,   

´ No good deed goes unpunishedµ ,   

then Eileen might be in for a rough patch.   

 

With Eileen³s insight, experience, and help, 

the deed is done. 

Smiles all around from:  

FCCA President, Ken Norman, Eileen Mason, and the sell ers, Reddy and Pria Gali.  

 

Object lesson:  This is why your elementary school teachers insisted that you 

always double -check your homework ·  dot every  last  i ;  cross every t ; review the 

capitalization, punctuation, yada -yada.   

 

Lesson learned.  

 

And, thanks for watching!  
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And the Journey Begins  
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director   2/15/2013  

 

This is where we are today.   Not much to look at.   Never was.  

Our present home of these r ecent years is humble at best.  

Stuffing a TV studio, live control room, editing systems, 

racks of distribution equipment and an office into a mere 

600 -ish feet is an uncomfortably tight fit to say the least.   

 

However, that is about to change.  Now that we have our new 

property at Hutchinson St. we are moving.  The new digs 

aren³t ready yet.  Won³t be for months.  But, move we must. 

 

Therefore we are moving the whole of it from our cramped 600 -ish square feet 

and temporarily jamming much of it into 400 sq uare feet.   Madness, you say.  But, 

our madness is backed up by good reason.  We are setting up temporary operations 

· our small studio and all · in a trailer parked next to our new building where the 

construction will be taking place.   

 

There are many s pecial details to getting a TV studio just right.  Being on site will 

allow us to work closely with our builders on soundproofing, lighting, technical 

installation issues, special air conditioning and cabling, etc.   

 

And thus, our journey toward creating something new and better begins.  

 

Being in a trailer on site might be reminiscent of 

camping out in the back yard at night as a kid.   

 

We will chalk it up to high adventure.   

 

When our trailer finally leaves, come whenever · 

I suspect that in some quiet  way we will miss it.  

 

And, thanks for watching!  
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Packing It In · Part 1 of ?  
by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director   2/22/2013  

 

In the weeks to come as our studio moves to 23 Hutchinson 

St. I³ll put up some snaps of our progress.  How many parts 

to this series are there?  Who knows?  Lore has it that you 

haven³t settled into your new place until you finally locate 

the salt and pepp er shakers.   

It³ll be a while. 

 

The old place is becoming a little less familiar.  As we shut 

down all our computers and production gear, it³s becoming 

a bit more sullen.  We³re surrounded by packing boxes, yet 

the rooms are oddly emptier.  We are in thos e boxes.   

The place knows we³re leaving. 

 

The week has been busy with emptying shelves, rummaging and sorting through 

old boxes and filling new ones.   

 

Moving phrases that we³ve all said/heard: 

 

What is   all this old stuff?  

  We still have one of these?  Why ? 

 

Can³t lose that special attachment ·  again. 

 

Who packed the tools already?  I need ²em. 

 

And, the chaos of conducting our move goes on.   

 

Most moves are not just about relocating.  Moves 

force us to reorder our lives.  That³s a deeper chaos 

than  just losing track of odds and ends.  But, from 

this temporary, self -inflicted frustration comes a 

new order ·  a fresh sense of direction and purpose.  

 

We leave our spent and unnecessary parts behind.  

 

And, thanks for watching!  
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Packing It In · Part 2 of ?  
Our moving experience · we survived the trauma.  

by Pete Fasciano, Executive Director   3/1/2013  

 

Nothing moves things along like a deadline.  Wednesday was it:  Moving Day!  

After being  in one place for decades, stuff collects.  

We got rid of much old stuff, yet still filled the truck.  

We had stuff in every cranny.  Finally, the crannies 

were empty and the truck was jammed.   

 

Off we lumbered.  It was only a half -mile.  A mere ten 

minutes later and we³re just as feverishly unloading 

the truck.  Systematically (Yes, we did have a system), 

everything went into our new building or our trailer.  

 

My next deadline?   

Get it all wired and 

operating properly 

before the weekend.   

 

Done.  (Whew!)  

 

Our thanks to Gallo 

Moving for making it 

all go smoothly.  

 

And, thanks for watching!  
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